
Ms. Dobie & Ms. Brown  
(10th Grade) English II 2018-2019 Syllabus 

Teacher Contact Info: Schedule:  
E-mail: abby.dobie@jessamine.kyschools.us 1st Period (8:50-9:50): Gen. English II 
School Phone: 859- 887-2421 Ext. 3617 2nd Period (9:55-10:55): Gen. English II 
Email:  jen.brown@jessamine.kyschools.us  3rd Period(11:00-12:00): Gen. English II  
School Phone: 859-887-2421 Ext.3605 4th Period (12:05-1:40): Gen. English II 
School Address: 2101 Wilmore Rd 5th Period (1:45-2:45):  ENG 101 (KSU)  
Nicholasville, KY 40356 6th Period (2:50-3:50): Planning 

 

 
*Please inform us ahead of time if you need to meet with us outside of class so that we can plan to be in our 
rooms when you come by. 
Check out the classwork website: https://classroom.google.com/h 
Our class join code for ___period is:   
Text ________to 81010 and join “remind” to get helpful text alerts 
 
Required materials:  
● Folder with pockets and paper fasteners (for homework) 
● Loose leaf paper (college ruled)  
● Pencil or pen  
● Suggested: headphones (for independent chromebook use activities) 

 

Classroom Procedures 
 

Food, Drinks, and Gum: 
You may have food and gum as long as you clean up after yourself.  You may have a drink as long as it has a lid. 

Please, no cans or open cups.  
Technological Devices: 

This includes cell phones, iPods, MP3 players, iPads, tablets and any other instrument not required for English class. 
These items should be used or not used as directed by the teacher. If any of these items are in use when they shouldn’t be, 
the item(s) will be taken and delivered to the front office.  Refusal to turn over a device will result in an immediate referral 
and a trip to the principal’s office. *See the Student Handbook for procedures regarding device violations. 

Dress Code: 
Teachers will abide by the school dress code, and we expect the same from you. If you are not dressed in accordance 

with the dress code, you will be asked to report to the office and return properly dressed. Please see the student handbook 
for further details. 

Hall Passes: 
You have four hall passes for each semester. You will need to have a teacher sign the hall pass notebook.  Then you 

will need to sign out on the clipboard by the door and take the hall pass lanyard each time you leave the classroom. These 
passes cover trips to the bathroom, water fountain, attendance office, front office, or any other departure from class. Once 
your hall passes are gone, you will not be leaving the room unless the front office calls for you, you are sent on a teacher 
errand, or there is an emergency. 

Tardiness: 
You are allowed five minutes between classes to use the restroom, get a drink, go to your locker, and get to class. 

Assuming you use your time wisely, this is plenty of time. The school policy is that you are allowed one unexcused tardy 
before you are given a detention. We will be following this policy in our classroom. You should be in your seat, silent, and 
beginning the daily journal entry when the tardy bell rings.  Four tardies will result in a discipline referral. The tardy 
policy starts over at the end of the semester. 

Cheating: 
Those caught cheating will receive a disciplinary action and will be required to retake a different, open response version of the 

assessment for only 80% credit. (See student handbook for further details concerning plagiarism). 
 
 

Communication: 
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Communication is vital to a successful classroom system. If you have any questions or concerns, or if there has been 
some kind of misunderstanding between you, us, and/or your parent, please come see us before or after school as soon as 
possible so we can clear up any miscommunications as quickly and as peaceably as possible. 

 
 

R-E-S-P-E-C-T 
(6 simple ways to respect the people and environment around you) 

1. Be in your assigned seat when the bell rings. 
2. Use technology appropriately. 
3. Ask for permission before leaving your seat. 
4. Follow directions the first time they are given. 
5. Use Appropriate and Respectful Language and Voice Level 
6. Treat each person with dignity and respect 
Consequences: 
1ST OFFENSE: Teacher Warning 
2ND OFFENSE: Detention (*see Student Handbook for more info) Teacher may call parent/guardian to 
inform of misbehavior after the detention has been issued depending on the nature of the incident. 
3RD OFFENSE: Office referral and phone call home by principal. Teacher will call parent/guardian to 
inform of misbehavior. 
 
*Note*: Each day is a new day, which means the sequence of consequences starts over each day. However, consistent 
disrespect towards the rules and procedures of the classroom will result in more serious action (to be determined by teacher 
and principal). 
 

Severe Clause: There are times when the severity of a first offense will result in an immediate detention 
or referral and removal from the classroom. Our hope is that you will abide by our community principles and 
this issue will not have to be dealt with. Any student who uses profanity, fights, damages school property (this 
includes the property of the teacher and other students), or is disrespectful or defiant (as defined by the 
teacher) will be escorted to the office IMMEDIATELY with a referral.  
 

Absences, Make-Up Work, & Late Work: 
Because this classroom is operating under a continuous improvement model, late and make-up work is 
accepted without penalty until 10 days after the end of each unit.  HOWEVER, missing work will calculate as a 
zero until the work is turned in.   Keep in mind that while homework and daily work is worth a much smaller 
percentage than summative work, completing formative practice work is essential to performing well on these 
summative assessments. Students who are absent from class will be responsible for getting the work they have 
missed from our Google Classroom site (each day’s work is posted and clearly marked) completing it on their 
own time, and turning it in a timely manner (24 hours for each day absent) for feedback or a grade.  
 

Grading 
CREDITS: 
In English class, all grades accumulate on a cumulative basis throughout the semester. At the end of the first 
semester if you are passing, you will receive ½ credit for English 2. In January, your grade WILL START OVER 
and will be cumulative for the entirety of the spring semester. At the end of this semester you will receive an 
additional ½ credit for English 2 IF you are passing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

STANDARDS-BASED GRADING SYSTEM 



During this school year we will be using a grading process that is designed to give students more direct 
feedback about specific pieces of learning. Students will know which areas they have performed well in and 
areas that need improvement. The following outlines how this system will operate: 

1. PRACTICE IS FOUNDATIONAL- Daily work, quizzes, and homework (formative assessments) are 
vital to being able to master content and thus count for 20% of students’ overall class grade.  In addition, 
all formal formative assessments for a given unit must be completed before a student will be permitted to 
take the summative assessment.  

2. GRADES BASED ON WHAT STUDENTS HAVE LEARNED- Summative assessments (tests, 
major writing pieces, culminating performances) will make up 70% majority of students’ overall class 
grade. These assessments will be carefully constructed so that each unit target is assessed in an 
appropriate way. Instead of individual assignments being listed in infinite campus, you will see individual 
targets listed and the grades earned for each.  The final exam given at the end of the semester will be 
worth 10% of students’ class grade. 

3. CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT- If students do not meet the assessed targets on the summative 
assessments, they will have an opportunity to take a second assessment. Students who plan to take a 
retake are expected to have completed all previous formative assessments and additional practice (if 
needed) at home and to request additional teacher help before or after school so that their performance 
may truly improve.  Students have 10 days from the date the graded assessment was returned to them in 
which to take a retake.  

Grading Scale 
Score Grade Equivalent Description 

5 
Above Mastery 

A=100% Student exceeds mastery of the learning target. Student is able to apply 
understanding beyond what is expected of the learning target. 

4.5 A=96%  

4 
 

A= 92 %  

3.5 B=88% Student performs slightly above the basic mastery level of the learning target. 

3 
Mastery 

B= 83% Student consistently and independently meets all expectations of the learning 
target and proves mastery of the content. 

2.5 
Approaching 

Mastery 

C=78% Student is approaching mastery of the learning target.  Student demonstrates 
understanding of the learning target with 1 or 2 minor misconceptions. With help, 
the student can reach mastery. 

2 
Partial 

Mastery 

D= 72% Student meets simpler content consistently and has only partial success with learning 
target content due to several remaining misconceptions.  With help, the student can 
reach mastery. 

1.5 D=65%  

1 
No Mastery 

F= 40% Student demonstrates little to no understanding of the learning target with some 
major misconceptions. 

0.5 F=20%  

0 
No Attempt  

Marked as 
“Missing” 

Student will be required to complete the assessment.  The assessment will calculate as 
a zero for as long as it remains “Missing” 

 
 

 
 

English II Units of Study 



*These are subject to change at the teacher’s professional discretion. 
1st Nine Weeks: 

 
Unit 1: Review of Close Reading Strategies And Explicit and Implicit meanings 
During this unit, we will be reading several fictional short stories and practicing a variety of reading strategies in order to gather 
textual evidence and make inferences. 
Possible Texts: Selected short stories and poems from Prentice Hall Literature Textbook for Grade 10 and other sources 
Writing: Students will write analytically in response to literature throughout the unit.  The focus will be on drawing evidence from a 
text to support thorough analysis. 
Formative and Summative Assessments-will cover Kentucky Academic Standard RL.1-Cite relevant and thorough textual evidence 
to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
Unit 2: Understanding the Romantic Movement 
This is a transitional unit we will be reading informational texts and selected poems and short stories in order to create a context for 
and gain an understanding of the Romantic Movement in literature. We will also be studying how time period and source material 
affect what an author writes. 
Possible Texts: a variety of online articles about the events, people, and places that led to Romantic Movement, selected poems and 
short stories written by writers who led the Romantic Movement. 
Formative and Summative Assessments-will cover Kentucky Academic Standard RL.6-Analyze a particular author’s perspective or 
cultural experience reflected in a work of literature by drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 
 
Unit 3: Analysis of Character: The Making of a Monster 
During this unit, we will be reading a novel along with supplemental nonfiction and fiction sources with the specific goal of learning 
about character development and how authors use complex characters to advance plot or reveal thematic threads. 
Possible Texts: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley, Selected non-fiction articles from a variety of sources, selected short stories and 
poems 
Formative and Summative Assessments-will cover Kentucky Academic Standard RL.3-Analyze how complex characters develop over 
the course of a text, interact with other characters and advance the plot or develop themes. 
 
 

2nd Nine Weeks: 
Unit 4: Writing a Literary Analysis 
Students will use their knowledge of character development from their reading of Frankenstein to write an analytical essay. 
Writing: Students will write an essay analyzing the development of an element of romanticism throughout the novel and how it 
contributes to the development of a theme.  The focus will be on correctly constructing an informative/explanatory essay by 
completing appropriate pre-writing strategies, creating strong claim (thesis) statements, drawing evidence from a text to support those 
statements, embedding evidence accurately, and supporting claim statements with thorough analysis. 
Formative and Summative Assessments-will cover Kentucky Academic Standard C.2-Compose informative and/or explanatory 
texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization and analysis of content. 
 
Unit 5: Informational Reading: Resilience and Success 
During this unit, students will be applying a wide variety of strategies as they explore writing styles and how authors of nonfiction 
create central ideas or impart meaning through explicit and implicit means.  Students will also study how authors organize their ideas 
for maximum impact. 
Formative and Summative Assessments-will cover Kentucky Academic Standard RI.1-Cite relevant and thorough textual evidence 
to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text; RI.2-Determine central ideas of a text and 
analyze in detail their development over the course of a text, including how they emerge and are shaped and refined by specific 
details; and RI.3-Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events over the course of a text, including the order 
in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed and the connections that are drawn between them.  
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 6: Rhetorical Analysis: The Structure of an Argument 
Students will use the reading skills perfected in Unit 5 to study how authors structure a variety of arguments and the rhetorical devices 
they use to make their points effective.  



Writing: Students will write analytical paragraphs in which they dissect how authors utilize rhetorical devices within specific 
arguments. 
Formative and Summative Assessments-will cover Kentucky Academic Standard RI.6-Determine an author’s point of view, 
perspective and purpose in a text, and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose. 

3rd Nine Weeks: 
Unit 7: The Art of Argument: Truth & Lies 
In this unit, we will be studying the power  and effectiveness of arguments to transform people and society. We will use our 
knowledge of rhetorical devices from Unit 6 as we evaluate whether a wide variety of  arguments are effective.  We will also study 
fallacious reasoning so that students can discern which arguments are valid and trustworthy and which are flawed and discardable. 
Possible Texts: non-fiction articles, speeches, advertisements and arguments from a variety of sources and mediums 
Formative and Summative Assessments-will cover Kentucky Academic Standard RI.8-Evaluate the argument, specific claims and 
evidence in a text, assessing the validity, reasoning, relevancy and sufficiency of the evidence; identify false statements and fallacious 
reasoning 
 
Unit 8: Conducting Research 
Students will study a variety of researching tools and learn to distinguish authoritative and valid sources from those that are invalid. 
As a part of the ending assessment, students will be researching a topic and then creating a digital presentation of their findings to 
share with their peers. Students will also learn about how to use precise citation of sources. 
Possible Texts: non-fiction articles and a variety of other sources (largely led by student research and choice) 
Formative and Summative Assessments-will cover Kentucky Academic Standard C.6-Gather relevant information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the 
research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation.  
 
Unit 9: Writing an Argument 
In this unit students will use their knowledge of argumentative structure and rhetorical devices as well as the research from previous 
units to construct an argument of their own. 
Writing:  Each student will use what they have learned about persuasive appeals and rhetorical techniques to write both an 
“on-demand” argumentative essay and a synthesis argument essay  Students will write arguments (both on-demand and synthesis) 
in which they make claims, support those claims with evidence, and draw conclusions about the significance of the evidence on their 
overall claims. 
Formative and Summative Assessments-will cover Kentucky Academic Standard C.1-Compose arguments to support claims in an 
analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
 

4th Nine Weeks: 
Unit 10: The Power of Words 
Students will explore the cumulative impact of persuasion through the use of language by reading fictional works.  Poetic devices as 
well as the use of logical and fallacious reasoning will be analyzed.  This unit will serve as a culminating production that will bring 
together our study of culture, theme, character development, argument, and overall meaning from previous units. 
Possible Texts:  Othello by William Shakespeare 
Writing:  Students will write analytically in response to fiction. 
Formative and Summative Assessments-will cover previous power standards RL 1, RL3 along with L5 Demonstrate understanding 
of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings;and RL.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text, and 
analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details. 
 
Unit 11: End of Year Review  
This unit will be constructed based on student data and will focus on those areas that are identified as needing additional study to reach 
mastery by all students. 
  

***Grammar and vocabulary will be taught throughout each unit*** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Dobie & Brown’s Memorandum of Understanding 
 

*Please fill out and return the Memorandum of Understanding and the Parent Contact Form by 
August 22nd* 

STUDENTS: 
 
I, ____________________________have read the above syllabus and I understand and agree to abide by  
the rules and requirements of this classroom or accept the consequences.   ________________ __________  
     Student Signature      Date  
 
PARENTS/GUARDIANS: 
Check all that apply: 

❏ I have read and discussed the rules and consequences of this class with my student. 
❏ I will support my child in following those rules and support Ms. Dobie and Ms. Brown in administering the rules. 
❏ I will refrain from texting my child during class time. 
❏ My student has regular, reliable access to internet at home. 

My student will need a paper copy of online assignments due to limited or no access to regular, reliable technology/internet at home. 
 
________________________ __________ ____________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature     Date Relationship to Student 
 
*E-mail and current cell phone numbers are the best way for us to keep you updated on your student’s 
behavior and academic progress in our class. Please include any numbers NOT listed in Infinite Campus. 
 
ADDITIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Email:___________________________________________________________________________ 

Current Cell Phone #:______________________________________________________________ 
 
TEACHER: 
 
We will be fair and consistent in administering the rules and consequences of this class. We will do our best to help all of our students 
reach their full potential and to prepare them for the world that awaits them after their graduation from high school by providing a 
high-quality educational experience. 
 
 
___________________________________________________________ August 12, 2019 
Teacher Signatures Date 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSckx4zE7JvNnMOeyrjW84IlGj8ioM0BWLPphFd3YMfDkSvwjg/viewform?usp=sf_link

